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CCCAAALLLLLL   FFFOOORRR   PPPAAAPPPEEERRRSSS   
 
 

With the question of sustainable development established as a central concern in developed societies 
and for all major international institutions, the automobile industry is facing a new economic, technological 
and political environment. The potential scarcity of future energy resources and escalating fears about 
climate change have become powerful forces for change in the industry, even if the regulatory impact of the 
policy response to these issues remains as yet unclear. GERPISA is concentrating its 2008-2010 scientific 
programme on questions related to sustainable development in the automobile industry and the 2008 
International Conference will be a springboard for presenting research work about its impact on industry 
dynamics.  

 
Underlying this call for papers is the hypothesis that sustainable development in the automobile 

industry cannot be considered a specialist field. For managers, for example, responses to questions of 
sustainable development in this industry cut across functions. Similarly, for policy makers, an approach is 
needed that will address industrial activity in the automobile industry in the broadest sense. Finally, for 
researchers, the breadth of issues raised by the challenge of sustainable development must be maintained in 
the research approach adopted. Whether we look at markets or services, at innovation or technologies, at 
production or logistics, at distributors or manufacturers, at China, India, Thailand, Russia, the United States, 
Japan or Brazil, we are obliged to question the manner in which this challenge will be interpreted and the 
impact it will have. If we define sustainable development as the search for compatibility between economic, 
social and environmental sustainability, the research agenda focuses on defining the means to achieve this 
compatibility. 

 
Researchers interested in attending the 2008 International Conference are thus invited to present their 

findings on how the different dimensions of sustainable development have had an impact on the firms, 
regions or sectors of the automobile industry in which they are interested and the conference will be the basis 
for the group’s future research programme. Specialists in sustainable development are also invited to present 
their findings on how both environmental issues and questions of corporate social responsibility have already 
– or may in the future – have an impact on the automobile industry by outlining the standards and practices 
that are adopted within the framework of sustainable development. 

 
For such specialists in sustainable development who have not yet focused specifically on the 

automobile industry, this conference is an opportunity to debate their research concepts and practices with 
specialists from the automobile industry. 
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For specialists of the automobile industry who have not, to date, directly dealt with questions of 
sustainable development, the conference is an opportunity to develop a framework in which all key current 
dimensions of the automobile industry are addressed and to question the extent to which sustainable 
development does – or does not – have an impact on industry dynamics.  

 
On this basis, the present call for papers suggests that we launch four new initiatives. 
 
 

1. Sustainable development: theory and doctrine 
 
Above and beyond the automobile industry, sustainable development, in its various dimensions, has an 

intellectual and political history and topicality that our conferences should try to measure. We therefore 
invite researchers with an interest in this area and its impact on future industries to trade their thoughts with 
the community of specialist automobile industry researchers – whom we also ask to reflect upon the meaning 
of the reference to sustainable development, in order to make further contributions incorporating this factor. 

 
A whole range of questions is plausible, starting with the following list that has no pretence of being 

exhaustive. 
 
 When, how and why has the shift from environmental friendliness to sustainable development 

occurred? 
 What is the origin of the concept of Corporate Social Responsibility? When and how has this linked 

up with environmental consciousness? 
 How have public policies been affected by both these concepts? 
 What roles do state authorities and governmental organisations play in the implementation of 

measures conducive to sustainable development?  
 Has there been a shift in the dividing lines between the public and private spheres?  
 Are certain firms and/or industries more, or less, in tune with these new demands?  
 What sort of explanation exists for any progress, or delays, we have observed?  
 Are the most committed companies or industries the best performers?  
 
 

2. Public policy and automobile industries 
 
Since they depend on infrastructures, taxation, public investment, road safety policies, industrial and/or 

research policies and ultimately macroeconomic policy, automobile production and consumption structures 
have always been closely linked to public policy. If it is true that the increased demand for sustainable 
development encompasses all of the measures orienting the automobile industry’s future trajectory, we will 
need to re-examine the differentiated relationships that automobile industries and trade interests entertain 
with various nation-states. This is a precondition for assessing the extent to which the increased demand for 
sustainable development will require a renewal of public policy, and the form this could take. 

 
The main issues here are: 
 

 Environmental norms and how they are set and/or negotiated; 
 Taxation of vehicles, fuel and imports; 
 Road safety policies and the fight against urban and/or road congestion; 
 Technological and/or research policies; 
 The automobile’s role in transport policies. 

 
 
3. Company trajectories and the sustainability of corporate strategies 

 
By highlighting ‘profit strategies’ and their diversity, studies by many GERPISA network members 

have long focused on the economic sustainability of the trajectories that carmakers, suppliers, distributors 
and service professionals pursue. This perspective has already broached the issue of ‘company governance 
compromise’, and the extent to which the strategies being developed are compatible with their economic and 
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social environments. In this view, the sustainability of the strategies under study is both economic and 
political in nature. 

 
We will need to examine the degree to which the demand for sustainable development induces 

automobile firms to redefine their economic, competitive, social and political positioning. As such, the 
present call for papers will necessarily reserve a large space for studies showing how sustainability can be 
renewed and integrated – or not – into the demands associated with sustainable development. 

 
This will require a special focus on design, technological strategies and product policies such as they 

are being renewed in the practices of automobile manufacturing and supply firms, both to incorporate the 
new environmental demands and more generally to accommodate market changes and the rising importance 
of emerging markets. Beyond these general questions, it is within this framework that we should examine: 

 
 Questions relating to the renewal of design practices, imposed by the new technical constraints 

facing the automobile business and also by the proliferation of ‘technological options’ that 
everyone must envisage; 

 Questions relating to the marketing and trade of automobile products and the changes that will 
occur at this level due to the appearance of an ever greater number of increasingly recyclable 
multiple use products. 

 
 

4. Emerging automobile industries and markets, and sustainable development 
 
Even if sustainable development is without a shadow of a doubt destined to become a key factor in the 

automobile industry, it cannot eclipse the crucial importance of emerging markets - in particular, the 
notorious BRICs - to branch actors’ current strategies. Much in the way that sector actors do, research into 
the automobile industry must incorporate both of these change factors, notably by examining how they 
combine to give the sector its physiognomy. Whether or not they relate directly to development, GERPISA’s 
Moncalieri International Conference will make sure to look at all studies illuminating everything that is 
currently taking place in emerging country automobile markets in terms of design, production, trade, 
development, and repairs. Of course, beyond these general questions, we will also showcase research 
showing how public and private sector actors from these parts of the world position themselves in terms of 
sustainable development. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Deadline for submitting abstracts or session projects: 21 January 2008 

Selection committee response date: 11 February 2008 
Deadline for submitting final papers: 14 April 2008 

 
Projects and papers must be sent to the address below: 

GERPISA, Université d’Evry, Rue du Facteur Cheval, 91025 Evry Cedex, France 
contact@gerpisa.univ-evry.fr                       www.gerpisa.univ-evry.fr 
Telephone: +33 1 69 47 78 95                      Fax: +33 1 69 47 79 99 

 
 
 
 
 


