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Aims and Scope

Two thirds of the world's population will live in cities by 2050 (United Nations 2008). Congestion 
and inefficient transport facilities pose a significant challenge for their citizens, for transport policy 
makers and planners and enterprises. With  rising motorization especially in Brazil, India, Russia 
and China, and highly saturated car markets in Europe and the US, densely populated cities are the 
first regions to suffer from environmental consequences such as air and noise pollution. In addition,  
income inequalities, geographical living and working conditions impact citizens’ access to mobility.

At the same time, many global metropolitan areas are very innovative regions creating new solu-
tions to render existing transport systems more efficient, and environmentally and socially sustain-
able. Passengers can choose among public and private, shared and individual means of transport, 
and combine them in an intelligent and efficient manner (intermodality). These transformations take 
place in an age marked by the end of cheap oil at the basis of the individual motorized transport sys-
tem, the automotive paradigm shifts from ownership to flexible use (Canzler/Knie 2011). In Europe, 
a  new generation  and  changed  status  symbols  has  developed  different  mobility  needs  (Bratzel 
2011).

Since 2008, in many cities electric vehicles are part of these sustainable transport solutions, but also 
pedelecs and e-scooters are being combined in multiple experimentations on urban, regional, na-
tional and European scale. This involves firms and public actors from different sectors such as tele-
communication, energy, transport and the automotive industry. New policy instruments and collab-
orations emerge in the common effort to define sustainable mobility. These urban experimentations, 
and first explorative commercial offers reveal new patterns of mobility demand. Passengers as cus-
tomers play a new role by integrating individual and collective transport along their mobility chains.

This special issue seeks to bring together different perspectives on urban sustainable transport pro-
jects in cities and regions worldwide asking how future sustainable transport systems will look like. 
Analyzing politics, the industrial  and market challenges, citizens’ patterns of mobility or imple-
mentation problems, the following general research questions emerge:

What does „sustainable urban transport“ mean (for involved actors) and how can it be achieved ?

How do existing and future urban sustainable transport projects influence markets ?

Which planning and implementation problems emerge and are these comparable ?

How do customers react to newly offered public shared mobility systems ? 

Is there a „paradigm shift“ from automobility to intermodality ? 

Which projects translate it into practice and by what means? 

What are criteria of “success”, which projects should be extended ?

Finally, how can social sciences understand and analyze urban sustainable mobility ? 

Which methodological approaches are appropriate to compare sustainable urban transport projects 
? 

In order to allow comparative discussion, we plan to discuss selected papers in dedicated sessions  
at the GERPISA annual conference (Paris, June 2013), see time schedule below.



Subject coverage 

Addressing the general research questions spelled out above, this special issue invites theoretically 
informed papers as well as comparative case studies and evaluations along the following topics:

Global cities – local transport politics ? The smart and energy efficient integration of public and 
private means of transport, of electric/hydrogen-based driving technologies and infrastructure are 
problems that users, firms and local authorities currently face in various testing projects on new 
electric cars carried out in European urban areas. Interoperability raises questions of standardisation 
(in charging systems or electric plugs) and technology governance as well as on the future role of 
transport in terms of new division of space and urban planning. Moreover, many regions seem to 
emerge as an important political decision level for innovative mobility projects, rising questions of 
multi-level transport governance.  Especially in BRIC countries, new forms of mobility become a 
crucial  question of market development:  What political  and industrial  answers do we observe ? 
What are the market potentials and specific characteristics of demand structure in these countries ? 
Which projects and challenges emerge in megacities ?

New patterns of demand: In economic and demographic terms, as consumption of mobility services 
changes, more research is needed on the impact of intermodal services on populations’ modal split: 
how has transport-related consumption changed, and how do markets evolve around intermodal ser-
vices ? How can we interpret (historically) differences in triade countries with saturated mobility 
markets compared with new forms of motorization and changing mobilities persisting at the same 
time in emerging markets ?

New mobility offers and new players:  Not only established automobile producers have launched 
new offers on intermodal services such as "car2go" or "Mu", also new players have entered the 
stage in the field of innovative mobility products. Cooperations between component suppliers and 
research institutes or universities have been created in the last years to develop intermodal services 
based on electric vehicles. Some of these consortia already presented prototypes; some are still on 
the way to implement customized solutions. What are the first results of pilot projects? Can we as-
sess impacts on modal split and ecological effects? What user potentials can be expected? What are 
opportunities and threats of new cooperations between firms and scientific institutions in the field of 
intermodal services?

How can research evaluate new mobility systems: Measuring and evaluating intermodal transport 
projects poses a transdisciplinary and methodological challenge to mobility research in social sci-
ences: based on secondary data, by which methods and techniques can we evaluate improvements 
through intermodality and green transport ? How should we to include the voice of the user/custom-
er? In environmental terms, does smart transport integration really improve the overall  environ-
mental performance ? How to ensure and enable the use of renewable energy sources, the recycling 
of batteries and other environmental issues in consequence ? In general, which evaluative and ana-
lytical contributions can different disciplines in social sciences make on the topic of “new mobility 
systems” ? 



Contributions

The special issue welcomes both empirical and theoretical contributions related to the proposed topics 
(see 'Subject coverage'). Case studies, surveys and papers based on empirical data are preferred; a 
rigorous research methodology is required, as well as a review of existing literature and adequate ref-
erence to bibliographical sources. Contributions will be subjected to double-blind review.

Due dates

The special issue will be published in 2014.
• Deadline for (extended) abstract submission: 28 February 2013
• Response by guest editors: 31 March 2013
• Possible presentation of papers at GERPISA conference in Paris       12 -  14 June 2013
• Deadline for full paper submission: 31 August 2013

All correspondence to

Julia Hildermeier
ENS Cachan/IDHE
61, avenue du Président Wilson 
94235 Cachan cedex
France
Telephone:  +33 1 47 40 68 67
E-mail: Julia.Hildermeier@ens-cachan.fr 

Author guidelines

(Extended) abstract
 It should be approximately 500-750 words in length
 Aim of the paper and background must be specified
 References to present literature should be made
 Preliminary results and conclusions should be presented

Typescript preparation 
 The original typescript should be submitted electronically in A4 size format, with a word count of  
5000-7000 (excluding figures)
 A final paper which would exceed 7000 words or occupy more than 20 pages of the Journal may 
be returned for abridgement. 
 Two files should be included together in the electronic version emailed:

 File 1. The title of the paper, plus the names, affiliation and complete addresses, e-mail and 
fax number of all authors, abstract, keywords and brief biographical notes about all authors
File 2. The text of the paper, including text, acknowledgements, references and notes, tables, 
figure captions, figures, but without the names of authors or their biographical notes

 All papers must be written in UK English. If English is not your first language, please ask an Eng-
lish-speaking colleague to proofread your paper. 

Electronic copy 
 The preferred electronic document format is MS Word single column. 
 Figures in the final accepted manuscript may be included in the electronic text file. 

International context 
 It should not be assumed that the reader is familiar with specific national institutions or corpora -
tions. Authors are encouraged to approach their chosen topic with an international perspective. 
 Countries and groupings of countries should be referred to by their full title (for example, 'China',  
'Europe' and 'America' are all ambiguous). 



 Special attention should be paid to identifying units of currency by nationality. 
 Acronyms should be translated in full into English. (See also 'Translated works' below.) 

Title, abstract, keywords, addresses, biographical notes 
Please assist us by following these guidelines: 

 Title: as short as possible 
 Abstract: approximately 100 words, maximum 150 
 Keywords: approximately 10 words or phrases 
 Address: position, department, name of institution, full postal address 
 Biographical notes: approximately 100 words per author, maximum 150. 

References and notes 
 IJATM uses the Harvard (name and date) short reference system for citations in the text with a de-
tailed alphabetical list at the end of the paper. For example ‘Hamel (2000) suggests …’ or ‘Nonaka and  
Takeuchi (1995) found that …’ or ‘A study of economic change (Nelson and Winter, 1982) has shown that  
…’.. 
 Footnotes should be avoided, but any short, succinct notes making a specific point, may be placed 
in number order following the alphabetical list of references. 
 References should be made only to works that are published, accepted for publication (not merely 
'submitted'), or available through libraries or institutions. Any other source should be qualified by a note  
regarding availability. 
 Full reference should include all authors’ names and initials, date of publication, title of paper, title 
of publication (italics), volume and issue number (of a journal), publisher and form (books, conference 
proceedings), page numbers. 
 [N.B. Some of the sample copies have references in our previous Numerical format; please use 
our new Harvard format above for all references now]

Figures
 All illustrations, whether diagrams or photographs, are referred to as Figures. They should be 
black and white, not colour, and numbered sequentially. Please place them at the end of the paper, rather 
than interspersed in text. 
 Originals of line diagrams will be reduced and used directly, so please prepare them to the highest  
possible standards. Bear in mind that lettering may be reduced in size by a factor of 2 or 3, and that fine  
lines may disappear. Electronic copies of the figures are also required.

Translated works 
 Difficulty often arises in translating acronyms, so it is best to spell out an acronym in English (for 
example, IIRP - French personal income tax). 
 Similarly, labels and suffixes need careful attention where the letters refer to words which have 
been translated. 
 The names of mathematical functions may change in translation - check against an English or  
American mathematical reference text. 

Units of measurement 
 IJATN follows the Système International for units of measurement. 

• Imperial units will be converted, except where conversion would affect the meaning of a statement,  
or imply a greater or lesser degree of accuracy


