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CCCAAALLLLLL   FFFOOORRR   CCCOOOMMMMMMUUUNNNIIICCCAAATTTIIIOOONNNSSS   
 

To celebrate our international network’s 15th anniversary, we propose a new look at 
automobile firms’ current and future developments using the research we have produced over the 
past 15 years. The early 1990s witnessed the launch of GERPISA’s initial programme, entitled the 
“Emergence of new industrial models” (1993-1996), along with some significant scientific and 
strategic activity on the part of academic and professional spheres focused at the time on shifts in 
the competitive landscape resulting from Japanese carmakers’ rising power. 

 
At GERPISA like elsewhere, this effervescence led to a number of studies and the emergence 

of concepts or theories whose purpose was to help forecast (or at least elucidate) the past, present 
and future realities that automobile firms and industrial systems were experiencing. Structuring 
these studies within the framework of different international research programmes, GERPISA 
raised four main types of questions: 

i) Firms’ trajectories and their possible convergence; 
ii) Automobile companies’ past and present forms of internationalisation 
iii) The  productive and technological division of labour in the automobile systems 
iv) Automobile firms and systems’ insertion into national or regional economic and 

political configurations  
 

The responses our studies came up with for these four questions induced us to defend in the 
different books and articles we wrote a number of propositions that not only emphasized the fact 
that responses varied from one firm or system to the other but also that analysis of this 
differentiation could help to invent and mobilise conceptual tools enhancing overall coherency.  

 
We now need to design new programmes that will deal with these questions in light of 

modern phenomena. We are therefore calling upon all researchers who have taken part in, mobilised 
or contested past thought processes, and who perceive the limitations thereof, to join us next June. 

 
We will be looking to re-open our four major threads, re-analysing past research undertaken 

by ourselves and our colleagues to try and assess what changes have taken place, as well as the 
extent to which the theories or concepts we mobilised can cast a light on the realities and changes 
we have experienced. 

 

Firms’ trajetories 

Over the past 15 years, firms’ borders and internal organisations have undergone deep-seated 
transformations, as has the design of their relationships with other companies. The question becomes 
whether, and to what extent, our analyses of companies’ past histories are actually robust, and/or if the 
transformations we have observed constitute revolutions calling for the mobilisation of new modes of 



representing firms’ strategies and performances. These questions deserve to be raised for each of the main 
automakers, and for related firms like the suppliers or distributors who intervene upstream or downstream. 

 

Internationalisation trajectories 

Since the companies in question have changed their contours and nature to match significant shifts in 
their political-economic contexts, we need to return to analyses of automobile companies and systems’ 
modes of internationalisation to ascertain how carmakers and suppliers will be acting in China, Russia, 
Brazil or India. Similarly, what we thought we understood in the 1990s about Japanese or Korean 
companies’ internationalisation forms are probably of no use in teaching us how they have chosen to 
continue their internationalisation trajectories today, or the lines that Chinese or Indian firms are pursuing. 

 

Productive and innovative division of labour  

The many studies carried out in the CoCKEAS programme framework and focusing on the question of 
the delegation of productive, innovative and commercial tasks introduced passionate debate about questions 
like modularisation. Many things have changed, sometimes quite rapidly: markets; technologies; the (notably 
financial) constraints that weigh upon firms; and the geography of production and design. All these shifts 
signify a need to revisit value chain structures. They also mean that we need to ascertain whether tools 
shaped 5 or 10 years ago to account for the developments of the time remain relevant.  

 

Automobile firms and systems’ macro and dynamic contexts  

GERPISA’s more recent programmes, particularly ESEMK, were rooted in the dialogue that exists 
between two types of research that were already being highlighted in the initial programme: the debate about 
the forms or types of capitalism; and the debate about the forms or types of strategies and organisations (or 
productive models). Given the reconfigurations that can be identified at an initial level, the complexity of the 
relationship between automobile firms and systems and their contexts, there is a clear need to re-examine our 
past studies and propositions - and maybe even to develop new theoretical alternatives… 

 

 

 

Deadline for submitting communications or session projects: 22 January 2007. 
Selection committee response date: 12 February 2007. 

Deadline for submitting texts (hard copy and USB or e-mail): 13 April 2007. 
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