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The 12th international colloquium will mark the launching of the fourth GERPISA
international research programme Variety of capitalism and diversity of the productive models.
Based on the ESEMK project supported by the European Union within FP6, this programme aims
at prolonging the collective effort to work out a grid of analysis allowing to apprehend the
diversity of the productive models of the firms within the framework of the variety of capitalism.

Compared to the previous programs, we’ll have to rework the grid of the productive models
from the double point of view:

�  on the one hand, to develop inter-industry comparative approaches on the various
components of the productive models and on the dynamics of the company government
compromise, analyzing the changes occurring in other sectors than the car industry ;

� on the other hand, to articulate the dynamics of organisational changes on the level of the
firm and the industry in its relationship with institutional changes, the socio-economic
models of development.

Against the convergence hypothesis, developing the paradigm of renewed
diversity

Disputing the hypothesis of convergence towards a single model both at the
micro/mesoeconomic level and at the macro-societal level, we want to think the renewal of the
diversity of the productive models and of the socio-economic models, taking into account the
transformations of the international context and the recombining of the various compromises, at
the level of the company, of the industry or at the socio-political level.

To develop the "paradigm of renewed diversity" at the macro level (the socio-economic
model) and at the micro/meso level constitutes one of the major ambitions of this new research
programme which mobilizes the results of two series of work:

�  approaches in terms of Social Systems of Innovation and Production (SSIPs) at the
macro-economic level, the socio-economic model referring to a set of complementary
institutions (product market competition, labour market, financial system, social
protection, education system) founded on a socio-political compromise;

�  the grid of productive models at the micro/meso level, productive model being
apprehended as a "company government compromise" which allows to follow durably
one of the profit strategies developing coherencies between product policy, productive
organization and employment relationship.



To think diversity at the societal level, the micro/meso level and in their
articulation

These provisional definitions will have probably to be reworked with the articulation of the
various levels of analysis. The next GERPISA colloquium will be the opportunity to discuss the
mode of interactions between these levels. The proposals could be related to:

1 .  the societal dimension, discussing the institutional complementarities and the
conflicts in the various socio-economic models, with an attention on the
methodological aspects and on the problems arising from the renewal of the diversity
of the models in areas of regional integration (European Union);

2. the micro/meso dimension through comparative approaches putting in prospects the
changes occurring in the auto industry and those intervening in other sectors relative
to:

�  the study of the relationship with the end-user market and the product-services
bundle which leads the actors to adopt new strategic behaviours;

� dynamics of company government compromise, with a detailed attention on the
structure of the capital and the presence of the institutional investors in this
capital, and on the transformations of the employment relationship (organization
of work, flexibility, wage rules, unions’ role, etc.);

� the productive organization along the value chain, in particular to apprehend the
transformations of the supplying relationships, in the light of the current debates
on modular production and diffusion of ICT;

�  State intervention, via environmental regulations, competition policy or
intellectual property rights that influence actors’ behaviour of the actors and the
dynamics of sectors.

3. the articulation of the different levels of analysis, in particular by the study of

� the relationship between market structures and firms’ product policy,

� financialisation and its impact on firms’ strategy;

�  changes in the labour market, considering societal institutional changes and
transformations taking place in the employment relationship at the company level
(flexibility, etc.);

�  interactions between socio-economic compromise and company government
compromises.
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